THE ‘GRAVE-YARD OF CIVILISATION’ OR ‘THE COMMUNITY OF PHILADELPHIA’. 

John Pater

The ability to ask the Parsifal Question of ‘What Ails Thee’ comes about through much conscious hard work and even suffering but it needs to be asked by individuals in our day. Today, fear and love of ease is hampering the ability to ask this question and is thereby causing difficulties progressive evolution.

So as to have a clear picture of the topic we need to have a brief look at our earth evolution. The Earth is divided into seven major periods. Each major epoch can be divided into seven sub epochs, which last for 2160 years and coincide with the change of a zodiacal sign. We are currently in the fifth sub epoch; the age of Pisces, which began around 1413 of the post Atlantean major epoch.

	
	Major Earth Epochs
	Post Atlantean sub Epochs
	Major Characteristic of the Post Atlantean 

sub Epochs

	
	Polarian

Hyperborean

Lemurian ( the fall )

Atlantean (the flood)

Post Atlantean
Sixth Epoch

Seventh Epoch


	Ancient Indian 
Ancient Persian II
Egypto-Chaldean 
Greco-Roman    



†

Present             
Sixth               
Seventh             
	-The beginning of religion - The world is Maya --Working with the Earth 

-Working with the laws of space (sentient soul)

-Man becomes a personality, logical deduction

(Intellectual soul)

-Individual freedom (consciousness soul)

-Common individual wisdom and brotherhood.

- Community of Philadelphia. 

-War of all against all.  




World evolution has been guided and directed by the wise hands of our comic creators until about the 14th century, our present age, when humanity achieved a certain level of maturity and true freedom became possible in humanity. As part of the Divine plan some of the responsibility for world evolution was handed over to humanity. The purpose of our present age is for the development of the ‘consciousness soul’ principal in humanity – ie the ability to ask the Parsifal question of ‘what ails thee’.

The Community of Philadelphia is intended to arise in the next sub epoch where amongst a large number of individuals, from all parts of the world, there will be a common brotherhood and a true objective and common understanding and spiritual experience of the Christ event dwelling in their hearts. But this may not come about as in the use of this new freedom we can stop humanity’s further progressive evolution as ordained by our creators.

The story of Parsifal is complex and the following simple narrative won’t do it proper Justice but will give some idea as to the essence of the story.

Parsifal was brought up by his mother, Herzeloyde, in isolation to keep Parsival away away from the trappings and allurements of knighthood, chivalry, battle and war after Parsifal’s father, Gahmuret, was killed in battle. However Parsifal succumbed to the lure of King Arthur’s court, after seeing three knights in full armour. After a number of adventures Parsifal came upon the Grail castle and beheld the wounded fisher king, the spear dripping with blood and the grail itself but did not ask any questions due to previous advice from Gurnememanz of Graharz. In the morning everyone had disappeared form the Grail Castle. Parsifal is portrayed as being rather naïve and a simpleton, handsome but fearless and skilful in combat.

Parsifal then goes onto many knightly adventures and battles and in the process made a number of mistakes, due to his naiveness, but eventually he matures to come back to the Grail castle to ask the right question ‘what ails thee’ He thereby heals Amfortas and assumes the kingship of the Grail.

The narratives of Parsifal appear to be stitched together without inner understanding of the esoteric aspects but this was the way it had to be handed down to us so then it could later be interpreted in the right way when the time was right.

The fascinating aspect of Parsifal is that he initially appears as a somewhat naïve fool yet this individual was also known as Mani in a previous incarnation and is the greatest human initiate. This is somewhat puzzling when one considers Parsival’s simpleton behaviour. The answer to his unexpected behaviour lies in seeing how we are constituted as human beings in relation to the cosmos, its beings and our purpose. Simply put, over long periods of time we have made some aspects of our being our own but the majority of our being is maintained and has been developed up by higher beings eg how much do we now direct the process of digestion etc? Parsifal was naïve as he had a lot of the inner support, that we still receive from spiritual beings, withdrawn as he was required to do it on his own – to be able to, out his own self to truly see into the state of being of another person and from that person’s perspective whilst at the same time still maintaining his own identity and he could thereby bring about healing and that is the meaning of the question ‘what ails thee?’. He was the first human individual to achieve this out of himself without the normal inner support of the spiritual world and as such he was the herald of the consciousness soul. It is expected that a large number of individuals will be able to achieve this by the end of this cultural epoch which ends in approximately 3570AD and it is essential for this to happen if evolution is to move forward as intended. Gurnememanz of Graharz represents the forces of the previous age whereby one does not act out of oneself from the situation at hand but out of traditional values and this is the reason Parsifal initially failed at the Grail castle as the old traditions held him back as he was not yet mature enough to initially ask the question ‘what ails thee?’. 

Rudolf Steiner had hoped that at the beginning of this century the Anthroposophical movement would be having a positive and large impact on the outer society at large. Although much has been achieved especially through the areas of education, and Bio dynamic agriculture the Anthroposophical spiritual world picture is still largely unknown and has had little impact on outer society. Rudolf Steiner had hoped that many of the Anthroposophical ideas would be living in the hearts of many individuals. Anthroposophy basically is an ever-changing body of objective knowledge of the spiritual world as it stands at each moment of time. Hence this body of knowledge is not necessarily the exclusive property of the Anthroposophical movement and may be expressed in different ways by other spiritual streams, although, to my knowledge, it is the most comprehensive. Rudolf Steiner further added that if Anthroposophy did not have a positive and large impact on the outer society at large at the beginning of this century then humanity would be standing at the beginning of the graveyard of civilisation and there was a real possibility that the Community of Philadelphia may not eventuate as intended and our progressive earthly evolution would not proceed much further. These are indeed strong words but by and large have largely been ignored as if nothing is amiss and there is no need of further thought to be given to this matter. Was then Rudolf Steiner terribly wrong on this issue or are these the symptoms of what has gone amiss and we are standing at the graveyard of civilization?

Two questions arise for me on this issue.

Why was Rudolf Steiner so serious about this issue? And what are some of the issues to which he was so concerned about? 

Rudolf Steiner was deadly serious of the dangers that would face humanity after the end of last  century. Is the situation as serious as Rudolf Steiner had implied it could be and humanity is not awake to the situation or was he actually wrong or a bit of both and was he a bit of a dramatist?

	Some observations in negative trends, which are happening 


	

	· User pay principal is gaining rapid ground eg road tolls, medical services, water bills. 

· Greed is seen as good – Land speculation, share market, High legal damages 

· Anorexia and similar inner diseases are on the increase.

· Longer working hours are the becoming normal – economic fodder

· Tradition religious practices are rapidly losing their appeal (can be seen as positive as well)

· Fundamentalism is gaining ground worldwide

· Lack of time due to financial stresses

· A loss of spiritual awareness for humanity in general

· Loss of humanity in the workplace being replaced by economic elements- current industrial relation bill.

· The best architecture is now in the casinos and clubs


	· A strong egotistical I culture from which outer society is being formed

· Increased Break-up of relationships

· Single parent families

· An increasing feeling of inner emptiness and meaning

· There are very few individuals who openly work out of direct objective spiritual perception

· Lack of purpose, especially in young adults leading to drug abuse

· Appalling situation in Australia for the mentally ill due to withdrawal of resources

· Increased release of dark astral forces in the young

· Increased mental illnesses such as depression and childhood disturbances

· Massive increase in the use of prescription drugs which is spiritually dulling our culture

· Recreational drug use is causing havoc

	Positive aspects


	

	· Possibility of self directing freedom

· Care for the environment

· Care for groups or individuals less well off

· Greater ability for self-direction in lieu of group direction

· Not bound by traditions of the past

· Social conscience for the less well off in general as there is more of a reaching out to the other


	· There is a greater awareness of suffering worldwide

· Medical advances have greatly improved our physical wellbeing with respect to traditional diseases

· We are more materially comfortable to provide us the space to undertake cultural/spiritual activities

· We are much more aware of the laws material life and can make better informed decisions

· We are able to draw down objective and conscious spiritual knowledge




The list is in no way complete and can be added to if need be but is representative of the current situation.

What qualities are required for an individual to be able to develop the consciousness soul today? One is possessing a strong presence of one’s self, which is able to enter selflessly into the state of being of another individual without loosing oneself nor impinging onto the inner being other person. ie we would be required to be selfless for that time. Another quality is being an example. These qualities rather difficult to acquire as they require an immense degree of self discipline and a knowledge of oneself which comes about slowly via a regular and balanced pathway of self development. This involves meditation, the balancing of one’s everyday life, a high degree of thinking to gain the knowledge of what is objectively required to be done and why; a love of the spiritual world and of one’s fellow human beings so as to have the desire and strength to undertake what is required. For an individual in today’s modern circumstances this task is almost unachievable but collectively where there is a group of individuals dedicated to this task a form can be created where this task can be achieved. Rudolf Steiner had hoped that within the Anthroposophical movement would be the form in which this task can happen but he also expressed his reservations that this may not happen if we do not arise to the occasion. Rudolf Steiner, in these matters did not work out of his opinions, but worked out and expressed the impulses flowing from the spiritual world of what was to come about. The same spiritual impulses are working today wanting to bring this about.

Two undesirable qualities usually appear in spiritual streams after the initial impulse has been given by the founding master and these are fear of the new and love of ease whereby the movement gets caught in a time warp in the shadow of the teachings*** of the founder and new positive spiritual impulses are not allowed to further enter to keep the spiritual impulse current. On the other side of this argument there are many negative retrogressive and limiting impulses, which can also enter a spiritual stream and divert it from going forward and the leadership protects that stream from these negative impulses.

The Anthroposophical movement has indeed put many beneficial fruits of Rudolf Steiner’s work out there into the world especially in the areas of education and agriculture. Rudolf Steiner had also hoped that there would be other individuals speaking out of their own direct objective spiritual experiences on world evolution. But one major area, which Rudolf Steiner did not complete (supposedly*) before he died, has not sufficiently progressed for the Parsifal question to be addressed and this is in the area of a balanced spiritual pathway of self-development. Due to a particular occult reason there is no culture or form available to learn a balanced pathway of spiritual development, which involves meditation and a number of observation and balancing exercises. It is extremely difficult far an individual to undertake such a balanced pathway only through reading and limited conversations; hence it will indeed be unlikely that the Parsifal question can be asked if this situation continues into the future. The outer causes for this are based on fear of the new and love of ease of the status quo; the inner reasons are occult due to a negative group karma. Spiritual experiences of others are not nurtured and encouraged, as they are not fully understood**. The unfortunate part about this situation is that Anthroposophy is the only body of knowledge through which a balanced pathway of self-development can come about, in the near future, due to its manifold advanced conceptual cosmic-world picture, which is without equal. But without a culture of balanced self-development anthroposophy will remain hampered as an evolutionary force in the world.

Unless the Parsifal question can be truly asked by a sufficient number of individuals working out of a culture which encourages a balanced pathway self-development then those list of negatives will one day suddenly combine and develop with a particular vengeance where it will become almost impossible to fulfil the mission of this sub cultural epoch and develop the consciousness soul Then we will be standing at the graveyard of civilisation. There still is time but only if we, in freedom, are prepared to undertake the hard work required. There are NO short cuts to this pathway.

*Rudolf Steiner, in 1924 began a new esoteric school which is known as the ‘first class’ but he died before he could he could complete this esoteric school. The ‘first Class’ has continued largely in the form Rudolf Steiner had left it. Previous to this Rudolf Steiner had given an immense volume of content on esoteric development and its effects. In my opinion this is the most comprehensive body of knowledge on esoteric development yet available. Rudolf Steiner constantly tried to enthuse membership to take up a balanced pathway of self-development but on number times he expressed his disappointment that this was not happening (the individual must choose entirely out of their own freedom, to regularly undertake this balanced pathway and Rudolf Steiner totally respected the freedom of others. Additionally today the spiritual beings are ‘watching us’ with love and without any iota of judgement but only hope that we will rise to the occasion). 

**Through thinking one receives only a pointer to the actual experience but the fruits from these experiences can be totally comprehended via a healthy thought life.

*** Even certain Teachings of the founder can be ignored if they are too uncomfortable
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