INFORMATION ABOUT BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE ANTHROPOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

What are the  aims of the Sydney Branch of the Anthroposophical Society in Australia? 

The Sydney Branch wishes to provide fellowship for anyone who is spiritually striving in a philosophical and practical way and offers opportunities for the study of Rudolf Steiner’s work, of exploring spirituality and applying the fruits of this study to life situations.  The aim of the Anthroposophical Society is to be a union of human beings who desire to further the life of the soul - both in the individual and in society at large - on the basis of true knowledge of the spiritual world.[image: image1.emf] 

While individual members hold particular viewpoints, the Anthroposophical Society itself does not define or dictate views or opinions about the nature of the spiritual world.  It works through providing forms whereby individual members can meet, in freedom and brotherhood, to further work out their own views and differences and provides the space whereby new appropriatespiritual forms can grow, develop and flourish. At times there can arise lively discussions which demonstrate the full freedom of each member to develop in their own way. All forms of sectarianism are discouraged and it is hoped that each member is able to develop a respect for the views and opinions of fellow members even though these views may be contrary to their own.
What are the requirements of becoming a member?
By becoming a member one does not only join a local group such as the Sydney Branch, but becomes a member of the worldwide Anthroposophical Society with its spiritual research and administrative centre at the Goetheanum in Switzerland. It is not essential that the person wishing to join already has an extensive knowledge of Anthroposophy. 

One would wish that a prospective member has had the opportunity to inform themselves by some reading, attendance of lectures or contact with groups so that the applicant is aware of the aims and the life of the Society. A member has no obligation to become more active than he/she wishes. The main requirements are that a person is interested in learning more about the spiritual world through meeting of other individuals and that their intentions are well meaning. Any form of dogmatism in relation to Steiner’s work is discouraged.

What is the benefit of becoming a member? 

By engaging in various group activities and conferences of the Sydney Branch and the Society in Australia , a member will be able to gain a richer understanding of the phenomena and diversity behind the visible world in a form that is appropriate to our level of development in today's modern society and thought structure.

 This in turn will develop better abilities to participate in the world at large with a clearer purpose and in freedom. On the other hand, through their financial contributions and active involvement, members will be supporting initiatives and research in the various fields of applications of Anthroposophy, such as education, biodynamics, medicine and the arts. This participation in furthering human development can give satisfaction and meaning to one’s life.

What is your commitment? 

The only commitment is the interest in the work that is being undertaken in the General Anthroposophical Society and the acknowledgment of the meaningfulness of this work. 

Membership Contributions

Financial statements are sent out annually to each member, detailing the tasks for which contributions are requested.  If a member is unable to make the full contribution then partial contributions are accepted. All contributions are greatly appreciated. 

Youth membership is available for those 28yrs and under.
Supporting Membership is available to the Sydney Branch for a suggested contribution of $80 and is provided for those who wish to join and participate and support events and activities provided by the Branch yet do not feel, at this stage, that they wish to become a full member of the World-wide Anthroposophical Society. Supporting members of the Sydney Branch do not have voting rights unless they become full members and do not receive the Journal for Anthroposophy in Australia.
What work is supported by the financial contribution of members?

By your financial contributions, you are supporting the various anthroposophical activities that are undertaken in the various centres starting at the local level and progressing to the international level. With some of the local activities you may already be familiar.

· The local branch offers  activities such as lectures, members meetings, library, study groups, artistic activities. The Sydney Branch is also responsible for the maintenance of Rudolf Steiner House, in which the various activities occur. 

· The State Branch (NSW Branch) organises the NSW conferences and provides networking of members throughout NSW.

· The Anthroposophical Society in Australia organises overseas speakers, conferences and provides networking on the national and  international level. They also produce the Journal for Anthroposophy, which is the official communication document for members, containing notices of the AGM and other important information.

· The School of Spiritual Science (First Class).

· The General world Wide Anthroposophical Society and its centre, the Goetheanum in Switzerland, is supported  by  members  around the world so that the manifold tasks of research can be fulfilled as well as the task of  promoting spiritual awareness and finding solutions for the burning issues of our time. All members receive the two monthly Journal “Anthroposophy Worldwide”, which is produced by the Goetheanum  and the Anthroposophical Society in the UK

Is there anything more to membership within the Anthroposophical Society?  After two years or more of membership you can apply to join the School of Spiritual Science. Membership of the Anthroposophical Society doesn't require any commitment or obligation whatsoever. However, by joining the School of Spiritual Science a member now commits to become a representative of Anthroposophy in the world. The School of Spiritual Science consists of several sections, which represent various disciplines such as education, science, social work, the arts and the  general section where the main focus is on deepening the meditative work of each member of the School. The form in which this occurs is known as the First Class and involves attending Class Lessons and working with certain meditations and mantra, which were given by Rudolf Steiner.

The organisational structure behind the work in Sydney

The Sydney Branch (St John Group) is supported by the ‘Anthroposophical Rudolf Steiner Society Pty Ltd’, the legal entity, which is responsible for Rudolf Steiner House and the Rudolf Steiner Book Centre. There is a close cooperation between this company and the Sydney Branch. Members are invited to be part of this cooperation by attending the AGMs of both organisations.

For further information please contact:- Renate Long-Breipohl Tel 94766222, Annet Van Kesteren Tel 9672 3850, John Pater Tel 659 1009. For information on supporting membership contact John Pater.

Best wishes in your endeavours in Anthroposophy!

	Renate Long-Breipohl

Patsy Elliot 

Annet Van Kesteren
	Antonio Furniss

Lars Brander

John Pater


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE 

ANTHROPOSOPHICAL SOCIETY – SYDNEY BRANCH

I would like to become a Member of the Worldwide Anthroposophical Society.

	First name..………………………
	Middle Name……..……



	Surname…………………………………...

Postal Address
	…………….
	…………

	Street Number………..


	Street……………………………….…..

	Suburb………………………………..


	State…….
	Post code....

	Email ………………………………………………………………



	Tel.(home)……………


	(work)……………
	(mobile)…………



	Date of Birth………………………………


	Place…………….

	Occupation (optional)…………………………………………………

Full membership       □$272   
Youth Membership  □ $80  (for those  28 yrs and under)  

(Cheques are payable to Anthroposophical Rudolf Steiner Soc. Ltd, and forward your application form to a  Board member C/- of Rudolf  Steiner House )

	Signature………………………………….


	Date……………….

	The application was received by………………………………….…..



	Signature of designated Office Bearer ……………………………

	


APPLICATION FOR SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP to the ANTHROPOSOPHICAL SOCIETY – SYDNEY BRANCH

I would like to become a Supporting Member of the Sydney Branch/St John Group of the Anthroposophical Society.

	First name..………………………
	Middle Name……..……



	Surname…………………………………...

Postal Address
	…………….
	…………

	Street Number………..


	Street……………………………….…..

	Suburb………………………………..


	State…….
	Post code....

	Email …………………………………………..…………..



	Tel.(home)……………


	(work)……………
	(mobile)…………



	Date of Birth………………………………


	Place…………….

	Occupation (optional)…………………………………………………

Supporting  membership       □$80  
(Cheques are payable to Anthroposophical Rudolf Steiner Society Ltd, and forward your application form to a  Board member C/- of Rudolf Steiner House )

	Signature………………………………….


	Date……………….

	The application was received by………………………………….…..



	Signature of designated Office Bearer ……………………………
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